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PREFACE

May 6-10, 2007 is quickly approaching and we lookvard to
embracing it—one of the most significant timeshe tife of the
Church—SYNOD 2007. However, before we get there,aas
Church we need to ensure that we spend ample tirastliag
with the theme. This is critical so as to ensui thie are all on
the same page leading up to the Synod and evemdeyide
document produced should not be seen as a presoriput as a
medium for sparking deep and insightful reflectammthe theme
in light of the state of the Church. This documeiitindeed take
on a different meaning for us all because of ouredacontexts
and the cultures which exist in each context. Watwa implore
all of us to approach the document with opennesgeasliow the

guestions, seek clarification and critically analythe document
in light of our own vision for a new day in the Wed Church.

We have no doubt that a new day is dawning, bualse recog-
nise that without commitment and dedication, pragmd fasting
and quality time for reflection and action (praxis}e may just
miss out on God’s future for us. Bear these wondsiind as we
all journey togetherFor surely | know the plans | have for
you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and rfot harm, to
give a future with hope.” Jeremiah 29: 11 (NRSV)

Rt. Rev. Dr. Roderick Hewitt, Moderator; Rev. Dra\® Hazle,

constructively critiqued the document.

Notes
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favouritism” [10:34]. The Gentiles who were consitbto be inferior
outsiders were given the same spiritual outpouamthose who
considered themselves to be insiders!

For reflection or discussion

* How does this story of Cornelius and Peter spedkeaanissionary
calling of our congregations?

* What are the challenging new frontiers in missimmwhich God is
calling our congregations?

* What are the obstacles that we create and usedlsskib prevent
us from witnessing beyond our social, economicratfigious
frontiers?

* How important a role does prayer play in our spaitformation?

* How does the language in our prayers express gemlavotion to
God?

+ How do we use the scriptures as a tool in contearg@vangelism
when our young people are no longer familiar with kanguage
and ideas of the Bible?
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HOLY SPIRIT,
RENEW AND TRANSFORM YOUR CHURCH

Introduction
The times for engaging God’s mission and ministey@nstantly
changing. The climate and conditions in which wereise ministry are
becoming increasingly difficult and we face thestitrof the values of
the age subtly seeping into our psyche, lives aost of all, our
theology, with detrimental effects on the life amithess of the Church.
Last year, each Council engaged in what was caltagh-telling
exercise. During these sessions, each Counciladadcd look at the
membership and ministry statistics of each congiegén the Council.
The exercise revealed the following:
« A decline in our communicant membership since aniob in 1992;
« Controversy around what constitutes ‘worship’ inre of its
expression (Pentecostal, charismatic, traditicamlye know it to be);
« Members desire to see more expression of ‘the gfiftse Spirit’; and
» There is a deep concern for faithful stewardship @stountability on
the part of our leaders and members.

Our Church is evidently concerned about the resditse truth-telling
exercise which shows that in terms of membershiprouth and
Young Adults are very minimal. There is a sensdisénchantment
across the Church and many of us are crying ouidtp.

As our facilitator, the Rev. Oliver Daley remindasi so often in the
sessions, “Truth is simply stating things as theatly are.” Through
our truth-telling exercise we were forced to acklamge that the
church is at a precarious place at this pointietand that we can no
longer put off dealing with ‘things as they are.eWhust move to
position ourselves for the renewal and transforomalty the Holy
Spirit. Renewal and transformation have always lzepart of the
Church’s understanding of God at work our midst.

The theme for our Syno#ioly Spirit, Renew and Transform Your
Church, is daring and dangerous, for we are acknowledtjiageed
for a stirring by the Holy Spirit as we seek to®ed'’s church for this
time in the Cayman Islands and Jamaica. The questidre we really,
really willing and ready to accept this renewal anahsformation?
These words beckon us to change and to be hungtlyisochange.
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Surely, we said that we have been relying on thig Bpirit for leader-
ship and guidance over the years. But perhaps we lieen taking the
Holy Spirit for granted. Perhaps our understandihtine Holy Spirit's
work is only seen through the manifestation ofgpigitual gifts such as
speaking in tongueprophesying and miraculous healing. God's Spirit
can also work in other ways in our lives, homesititations of work
and learning, Church and the nation at large. Tolg Bpirit cannot be
boxed into a particular mould, for its nature istteo phenomenal for
humanity to comprehendhe sooner we recognise and understand
that the Holy Spirit is bigger than our mere humanterpretation of

its movement and work, then we are on our way foistrevival we so
desire and seek.

We hope that this document will contribute to thegess by broaden-
ing our understanding of what we are asking fova®xplore the
theme. To begin this process it is important thatask the question,
“What does it mean to be church?”

Church...What's that?

The word'church’ is the English translation of the Greek word
‘ecclesia’ which means the called out, gathering, assembtiz, av
particular identity. The Church is identified a®pke of Christ and with
Christ. It means then that like Chrigte are called by God to
participate in extending God'’s grace to dlirough our lives, actions,
deeds and words. It is people therefore, who standed of renewal
and transformation, not monuments and buildings.

As people we constantly struggle with what it metnise Christ’s
disciples and followers in this world. How well thean we extend
God’s grace to all when very few of our congregagiare growing
numerically and spiritually; when many of our pragimes and plans
have become outdated and irrelevant; when it seasisr for us to
give ourselves over to sensationalism and ‘heigide@motions in
worship, rather than allowing our souls, hearts mainmtls to be
nourished and challenged to become authentic canfesod’'s grace?
Certainly, we need renewal and transformation kbaps us grounded
in the tried and tested times of the church anddyarhich acknowl-
edges God at the centre.

of their exclusivity being misinterpreted as radi$tater experienced a
deep spiritual crisis as he reflected on the mepaoirhe vision that
sought to radically question his embedded undedsigrof how God
was at work [10:15].

Peter’s renewal and transformation journey stanteen he received
the messengers from Cornelius’ home who arrivel eisurprising
request for him to visit their leader at his homkhough he was
somewhat uncomfortable with receiving these Gestileey were at his
base and he could set the agenda for what he vaoda@vould not do.
Peter gave them his safe food to eat. Howeveijptireey that he made
to Cornelius’ home removed his cultural safetyared exposed him to
crossing new boundaries. In contrast to God hedhniagrayers of
Cornelius, he had to use vision, angels, humanengsss and the Holy
Spirit to get Peter’s attention [10:19]. Churchdees are sometimes
difficult learners and most resistant to changerd=bnecessary by the
Holy Spirit.

Baptised by the Holy Spirit

What happened in Cornelius’ house resulted in thaking of new
mission ground! Peter, as a senior church leadsrcated to bear
witness to someone considered to be a mere Goerfeanthing more.
Even after he agreed to the visit he was unsure was required of
him when he arrived. He was in for the shock oflifés He was ill-
prepared for what was about to hit him and his cmiygns. Religious
and cultural barriers that had divided Jews frohephations were now
broken down!

Luke makes it clear that the Holy Spirit is Godasieer-breaking agent
that does not allow walls of division that keep plecaway from God’s
transforming love. Peter’'s sermon to the culturdilyerse hearers in
the house carefully delivered the story of Jesyzedicted by the
prophets and fulfilled through his ministry, cruxién and resurrection
[10:40]. As he passionately delivered his yet-tacczbmpleted message,
what happened next completely surprised him. Thg Bpirit was
poured out upon the Gentiles present in the samnyelved the Jews
received it on the Day of Pentecost. Even morersimg was that they
received the Holy Spirit without first being bajti The short time
spent at Cornelius’ resulted in another conversixperience for Peter.
He confessed: “I now realise that God does not show
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Peter, a Jewish follower of Jesus, is also intreduas a man of prayer.
[10:9] Prayer enabled in them a common spiritustigiine of
discerning God's guidance. Prayer is the langu&dgemmunicating
with God'’s Holy Spirit. Although Peter and Cornaliwere of different
ethnic, socio-economic and religious backgrourusy ivere open to
visionary experiences disclosed through their dise of prayer. They
cultivated a lifestyle of prayer that taught theowtio hear God'’s voice
and to be obedient to him. So although they caore flifferent
backgrounds, they shared common spiritual expesgbecause of
their commitment to prayer. The Lord has more lgd truth to reveal
to his church but it will come about only throudite Wiscipline of
prayer.

Peter’s regular commitment to the discipline ofygraexposed him to
deep insights about God'’s purpose for the churgithe usual
familiar boundaries of race and culture. The stesaigd uncomfortable
vision of unpalatable food while he was hungrytketstage for a
profound divine revelation. This was a “heaven-apghexperience in
which his normal embedded worldview about how Ged at work in
the world was exposed and found to be inadequété]l The menu
that was spread before him was in fact an inteatiaork of the Holy
Spirit, seeking to break new mission ground. Ttstovi was
forewarning him that he had many frontiers to ctosf®re he would be
ready to be used by God to bear witness beyondanrew Jewish
cultural boundaries. What the vision representesi med what his
natural eyes saw as unholy food that was unhe#dthlyis culturally-
shaped appetite. Rather, the vision was re-edggchim through
reflection to embrace new understanding and aceeptaf God'’s table.
It was now a place of hospitality and friendshipen to all who
genuinely called upon his name. The tough lessoRéber and the
church today is this: conversion of the messergargrerequisite for
the crossing of new cultural frontiers with the Gels

Converting the Converter

The church, like Peter, has restricted its capdoityross new frontiers
in mission beyond its “birds of a feather” commynReter, being a
typical Jew, felt that he was spiritually supetioiothers. The Jewish
understanding of holiness meant that they demdesttheir devotion
to God by setting themselves apart from others éeleim be ritually
unclean because of their ethnicity and culturalteaduch as their food
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The United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman Islaalisgs to a

rich heritage and tradition—the Reformed Familige motto of this

tradition,Ecclesia Reformata, Semper Reforman(a church re-

formed and always being reformed) suggests thare@lways in a

mindset of reformation. Based on this traditior, iheme is most

appropriate for a time such as this. We continugrapple with the

‘powers’ and ‘empires’ of the world, as they togoimct the way we

engage mission and ministry. Nonetheless, thet gfithe Reformation

calls us in every age to discern God'’s callingtfat particular time

through the fundamental insights of

the Reformation:

» God guides the Church through God’s Spirit and Word

e The Church must rely on the witness of the Holyifares.

« The individual and the Church.

« Where two or three are gathered in my name | atindmmidst of
them.

e The Church is a body in which every member counts.

» God's Word gives guidance in all areas of life.

« Humanities’ attitude towards the gift of creation.

« The proclamation of the Gospel and the use of nme#eare mutually
exclusive.

» Unity is of the essence of Christ’s Church.

These fundamental insights are indeed the corefbealf the Reform
Church and they urge us to constantly and consigtengage the
process of renewal and transformation. What thexs denewal’ and
‘transformation’ mean?

Renewal, Transformation and the Holy Spirit

The wordrenew has a core meaningo‘improve the condition of
something. Some other shades of meaning of renewtaresplace
something wornno longer suitable for use; to repeat a promise, to
affirm or restate a promise or commitment; and tovg somebody or
something new energy, strength and enthusiasrhe wordtransform
speaks directly to changehanging something dramatically, espe-
cially its appearance and usefulness; thange completely for the
better

Now we turn to the wortBpirit’. Spirit is used in the English Bible to
translate the Hebrew ‘ruach’ and Greek ‘pneumaésehdenotavind,
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breath and by extension, lde-giving element The adjectiveHoly’ ,
speaks to the divine and mysterious power and pcesef God in
nature, individuals, communities which inspire op@wer. The Holy
Spirit is that aspect of God by which God’s activesence is
manifestedBYy inviting God, the Holy Spirit to renew and trafegm
God’s church, we are genuinely asking God to breathew life into
the church, renewing our enthusiasm and commitmentd inspiring
new energy and strength within us. Our prayer isatfrour corporate
worship, our outreach ministries, our fellowship @mour relationship
with the entire society will be impacted by our exgnce of renewal
and transformation.

Encounter with the Holy Spirit

Acts 1: 8 and 2: 1-13 embody all that we now seetfGod. As it was
in the case of the early church, it is not thatiody Spirit is absent,
but becomes present in a new and different way winerhas an
encounter with the Holy Spirit. Many may ask: Hoande encounter
the Holy Spirit? There is no single answer to saicfuestion. But what
is known for sure is that there is power and pugpeken this
encounter occurs. The Holy Spirit refines and reswdis, strips away all
that is unnecessary and purifies the individual @mmunity so that
they are ready to do what the Spirit of God le&eésri to do. It is God
through the Holy Spirit who outlines the purposd gives power for
what the church seeks to proclaim.

The early church began as a community founded timpurpose and
power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit became tource of the
Churches’ identity and mission. Similarly the sauaf the Church’s
identity, mission and proclamation today must bel'Gactive,
life-giving Holy Spirit. Acts 2: 1-13 is a remindef how God seeks to
break into the ordinary and everyday experiencéiéeoflust as God
did on the Day of Pentecost, so today God desirbsdak into our
everyday life and work among us, in us, with usptigh us and all
around us.

What does all this mean to us and for us? It meanswust actively
seek an encounter with the Holy Spirit personatigt eorporately so
that the Holy Spirit may become the source of auppse, proclama-
tion and power in a new and different way. Alsoyé are to become
the carriers of God’s grace for the®a%entury, we may have to make
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STUDY THREE

Holy Spirit, Renew our Missional Purpose -
A Challenge to the Unchurched

Read Acts 10:1-48

Since the Church is a creation of the Holy Spivitat then is it called

to be and to do? Who sets the agenda for the ceuengagement in
ministry and mission? Luke’s report on the birtld aievelopment of

the early church offers us some insights into hew frontiers in
mission can be crossed in order to reach peoplethef cultures. The
example of Cornelius and Peter as reported in Agtserves as a useful
example in enabling leaders in how to communidadeGood News
beyond their known home environment.

Prayer: A Prerequisite for Renewal and Transformaton
Cornelius was a Roman serving in Palestine anddnaagn to the
beliefs, morality and scripture of the Jewish fa#ils an outsider he
developed a lifestyle of prayer and giving to tlempthat were
hallmarks of Jewish spirituality. Luke introducesr@elius praying at
his home at the ninth hour when the Jews would atlyrgather in the
temple to communicate the evening sacrifice. Tlgebhassessed that
he was ready for a deeper relationship with Godbee he said to
Cornelius, “God is pleased with your prayers andksof charity and
is ready to answer you.” [10:4] The inward cleaggpower of prayer
and an outward expression of loving care to thelyeenstituted the
necessary prerequisites of Cornelius’ readinesth#putpouring of the
Holy Spirit.

Before the local church leader Peter was contdotetiare the Good
News, God was already at work through his Holy iSpieparing
Cornelius and his family for their baptism with tHely Spirit. The
work of renewal and transformation is God's! Cortlide that we are
failing as leaders of local congregations to gikienty to in-depth
prayers? Could it be that our prayers are not seramd therefore God
does not take us seriously when we call upon him?
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Using one’s gifts for building unity and appreamgfithe gifts others
bring, including gifts nurtured in the emphaseslifferent
denominations, e.g. the Seventh Day Adventiststlaagrinciple of
the Shabbat: do we take rest seriously enougteittiited Church?
The Quakers with silence: do we make enough sface a balance
between praise and worship and listening to Godfv@alearn from
the Orthodox, Roman Catholics and Anglicans wholeynine arts
and the senses in their liturgy, the drama/cerenabiye Eucharist,
the use of the body in genuflecting, the visuahatation of art
(vestments, icons, special colours for the seastng, and the smell
of incense? Could it be that each denominatioraha&sique ‘gift’ to
edify others? If so, what is the ‘gift’ of the Ueit Church—is it
perhaps our commitment to live with diversity?
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some radical decisions as to how we operate ardifumas a church
administratively, pastorally and in mission. Morenuit has
implications for the accountability of our leadéstheir spiritual and
emotional well-being and integrity and for the leeship they offer in
their contexts of ministry. It is the hope that floe next Synodical
period 2007—2009 we will be able to experience éhisounter for the
renewal and transformation we are asking for.

We encourage you to keep the theme alive duringytmedical period.
This can be done using topical sermons, the audsignpoetry,
dramatic expression & dance), Bible studies, smtiteflections, panel
discussions and seminars. We also encourage tlilades (Women'’s
Fellowship, Men's Fellowship, Young Adults ActiondMement, Youth
Fellowship and Church School) to explore the theme.

Conclusion

In the period leading up to Synod 2007 and beyamdare urged to
spend some time consciously and honestly reflectinthe theme,
through the eyes of these sub-themes:

* Holy Spirit, Renew and Transform our Hearts andddin

* Holy Spirit, Awaken our Consciousness—A Commitmtent
Ecumenism

« Holy Spirit, Renew our Missional Purpose—A Challeng the
Unchurched

May we all be made ready for the encounter we aedkas we search
the scriptures. Facilitated by these studies mayrue experience the
fullness of God the Holy Spirit as we cry ou{OLY SPIRIT,

RENEW AND TRANSFORM YOUR CHURCH.”




BIBLE STUDIES

STUDY ONE

Holy Spirit, Renew and Transform our Hearts and Mils

Introduction

There are different approaches that could be tekan introductory
study of the Holy Spirit. Four possible approactasld be to take a
look at:

1. The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament

2. The Holy Spirit in the Gospels (particularlyJesus’ teachings)

3. The Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts (the first@unt of Church
history)

4. The Holy Spirit in the New Testament Epistlespgxially the writ-
ings of the Apostle Paul)

In your own time, it might be helpful with the uska concordance or a
study Bible to take each of these approaches.xamgle, read all the
passages in the Old Testament that refer to the Sjailit and see what
you discover. In this short study however, thetstampoint is Jesus’
teachings in John’s Gospel. Reference is also nwaseme of the New
Testament epistles.

Read John 14: 16-26 & John 16: 5-15

For reflection or discussion

* List all the words that are used to describe thgtSjruth,
comforter/counsellor/advocate]

* What are some of the functions of the Spirit? [reanieach,
convict/reprove]

« What do we think Jesus meant when he told hisglesithat the
Holy Spirit “dwells with you and will be in you?1§:17 NRSV]

3. Action in Our Time and in Our Location
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity for 2007 tlaes theme,
‘He even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to sge’
[Mark 7: 37] The theme was developed by Christiangmlazi,
South Africa, an area with a high percentage optbgulation
infected with HIV, an area with high levels of paye crime and
violence, and poor social infrastructure—sub-stathdahools,
housing and health facilities. We are called tdoacin Jamaica and
the Cayman Islands, to work for unity within thedgpso that we
can help to transform the world. It is an opporttime to review
the ideas outlined in the preamble of the con#itubf the
Caribbean Conference, which was launched in 19#38thé par-
ticipation of our antecedent denominatiof&e as Christian peo-
ple of the Caribbean, separated from each othemlayriers of
history, language, culture, class and distance, idesbecause of
our common calling in Christ to join together in eegional
fellowship of churches for inspiration, consultatroand
co-operative action. We are deeply concerned tamote the
human liberation of our people and are committedttee
achievement of social justice and the dignity ofrhan beings in
our society. We desire to build up our life in Cktiand to share
our experience with the universal brotherhood of mankind.”

As a United Church, (one Church in two nations)oastinue to
emphasize the tremendous privilege and opportwethave to
live out our calling to building bridges of undensting and to
celebrate our unity despite our diversity.

For reflection or discussion
Read | Corinthians 3

« background to/context of the passage

« nurture of Christian maturity/love—moving from ‘rkilto ‘hard
food’

- Dynamics of factionalism: the Paul faction, the Ap®faction, and
perhaps most importantly, the ‘Christ’ faction—thagho see them-
selves as superior Christians, but in fact becoma¢her faction,
adding to the divisions.
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therefore his desire for its unity. So importanswiae issue of the
unity of the church that it became a subject ofiSgsrayer as he
faced the ordeal of his death. It is also notewpottiat unity is
linked to mission, that the unity that Jesus prageds also
necessary for others to believe that Jesus is lthistCGod created
the universe and all humanity. The word ‘ecumenitas its roots
in a Greek word meaning ‘the whole inhabited eaathd is related
to the word from which ‘economics’ comes, meanimg t
management of the household. Does our quest for include
people of other faiths and the care of nature?

The Cultivation and Nurture of Christian Unity

At the heart of the cultivation and nurture of Gligin unity is the
cultivation and nurture of the capacity to loveeTWeek of Prayer
for Christian Unity celebrated annually since 1894 sponsored
by the Roman Catholic Church and the World CousicChurches
has as its guiding force, the following words bydaal Mercier:
“In order to unite with one

another, we must love one another; In order to me

another, we must know one another; In order to kooe/
another, we must go and meet one another.” Thesgsvezho
sentiments found in the Christian Testament, fange, in the
First Epistle of JohriBeloved, since God loved us so much, we
also ought o love one another. No one has ever sé&aod; if we
love one another, God lives in us, and his love perfected in
us...God is love, and those who abide in love abide God, and
God abides in them.”[l John 4: 11 — 12, 16b NRSV] The reality is
that it is not always easy to love others, inclgdither Christians.
Even within our own congregations and within ounal®ination
and our ecumenical bodies, the call to love oftem ¢all to spiritual
discipline, a call to make a decision to love ewdren it is difficult
to like others. In some cases, conflict and disagent with
individuals, groups and institutions are not expeelsin open
discussion and challenge, but in the arguably, rdargerous
reaction of withdrawing from encounters and joirgjpcts with
other Christians. How do we nurture the capacitipte in the
home, school, community, church and through theiafed

12

Reflection

Jesus’ use of the spirit (descriptive and functiarthese passages of-
fers insights into understanding the work of théy-&pirit in the life of
the Christian.

He Teaches

Read John 14:26

Speaking to his disciples Jesus says that the Hailyt “shall teach you
all things and bring all things (he has taughtydgar remembrance,
whatsoever | have said to you.” The Holy Spiritrtéfere is given by
God as our guide into what is truth. He does stlyiby bringing to
our conscious memory the teachings of Christ treahawve previously
learned. It is therefore important to have sométheg the Holy Spirit
can use by regularly feeding on Christ’s teachisgxondly, the Holy
Spirit guides us in situations or with knowledgatttve might not have
encountered before. For example, Jesus exhortidtiples not to be
anxious about defending themselves against theirsaes. “When you
are brought before synagogues, rulers and au®dt not worry
about how you will defend yourselves or what yoll gay, for the
Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what youcshd say.”

[Luke 12:11-12 NIV]

It is up to each of us to develop a practice afvadtstening in which
we become more and more sensitive to the Holyt®pguidance in the
daily decisions we make in life.

Just as Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilelss where he was
tempted [Matthew 4:1] and Philip was led to go aik to the

Ethiopian Eunuch [Acts 8: 29] and the apostles virstucted not to
journey into Bithynia [Acts 16: 7], so too He leadsand we need to be
responsive to that leading. This is what Paul medren he exhorts his
readers in Galatians to ‘walk in the Spirit’ orthe NIV translates it,
‘keep in step with the Spirit.’ [Galatians 5: 29d Holy Spirit then is
our teacher, guide and reminder and as such, egdarathe sphere of
the mind and heart of the believer.




He Convicts

Read John 16:8

The word translated ‘reprove’ or ‘convict’ carri@gth it an understand-
ing of a process that is both moral and cognitivieat-it involves both
heart and mind. The Holy Spirit on the basis of Gaaith brings to
our mind an awareness of what is right and wroings T turn
influences our convictions and ultimately our ag$iolt is this process
that gives rise to the formation of Christian cleteatraits which Paul
refers to as the ‘Fruit of the Spirit’. [Galatiabs22 & 23] The work of
the Holy Spirit in the life of the Christian is tledéore a vital part of the
process of maturating spiritually. If we are towras believers we need
the Holy Spirit.

For reflection or discussion
* How well are we regularly feeding on Jesus’ teaghin
¢ What can we do to feed more?

* Try to recall and share with someone any experignoenad when
you felt directed by the Spirit.

* How can we know that it is the Spirit who is leagluns?

« Read again the list of character traits in Galatn22 & 23.
Consider each trait and rate yourself on a scale-b® and say
why?

Conclusion

Remember you and | are the church, as we ask theSirit for
renewal and transformation, let it begin with uskAdim to take you to
a deeper level of commitment and maturity in Chiiislis He will do as
we intentionally make time to learn more of Jeseathing and as we
try to develop our active listening to the Spigtrnaking regular time
to be with Him in our daily devotions, as well axasional retreats for
reflection and prayer. Let us also respond to Idigng to address the
attitudes and character traits that we need togghdfach of us must
cry out: HOLY SPIRIT, RENEW AND TRANSFORM MY

HEART AND MINDY’
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STUDY TWO

Holy Spirit, Awaken Our Consciousness -
A Commitment to Ecumenism

The commitment to ecumenism is at the heart ofrtbeement of
Uniting and United Churches the world over. Morartimost
denominations, our church has gone beyond the tstaip;” or
“concubinage” of local, national, regional and glbBouncils and
Associations of Churches, and taken the radicklafismarriage” - a
public act of commitment to organic union, a dexigio combine our
diversities ‘for better, for worse, for richer fpoorer, in sickness and
health.” This commitment cannot, however, be tdkemgranted as a
unity of the body of Christ that is totally accomspled. We have
perhaps aignof the Kingdom of God, but the final culminatiohtbe
Kingdom has not yet taken place, and we therefeesl io focus on that
goal. It is necessary to avoid complacency or elrerarrogance that
could arise because we have a form of organic yai®fiorm can easily
become formality, devoid of the content of true agitment to unity.

It is in this spirit of always being in a procegsonversion and

transformation that we should heed the prayerishatour sub-theme,

‘Holy Spirit, awaken our consciousness.’ To prag firayer with sin-

cerity, three steps could be taken:

a. review our mandate for Christian unity, Jesuaypr in John 17,

b. cultivate and nurture the attitude necessarufity, that is love;
and

c. identify the ways in which God is currently wor for unity and
calling us to participate in that work today.

1. Our Mandate for Christian Unity
“l ask not only on behalf of these, but also on bedif of those
who will believe in me through their world, that they may all be
one. As you, Father, are in me and | am in you, nyathey also
be in us, so that the world may believe that you & sent
me.” [John 17: 20, 21] At the heart of Jesus’ lovetfar church is
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